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Tobermore Primary School
6 Maghera Road, Tobermore, BT45 5QB

	Tel: 028 7964 2254

Website: www.tobermoreps.com
info@tobermoreps.magherafelt.ni.sch.uk 


 Principal: Mrs C Speers


“Together We Learn, Together We Achieve, Together We Celebrate’

June Newsletter 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,
As June draws to a close, it is hard to believe that we have reached the end of another academic year. The months have passed so quickly, filled with learning, laughter, challenge and growth.

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank you for the tremendous support you have shown our school throughout the year. Your partnership, encouragement and presence at school events have played a vital role in enriching the experiences of our pupils and strengthening our school community.

This year has brought its share of challenges, alongside many moments of success and achievement. Through it all, your trust and continued collaboration have been a steady foundation for our work. Together, we have created a nurturing, supportive environment where children have been able to flourish both academically and personally.

Thank you for being such an important part of our school family. As we look ahead to the summer break and beyond, we do so with gratitude for all that has been accomplished and with optimism and excitement for the year to come.

We look forward to continuing this journey together in the new academic year.

Warm regards

This term’s Parent Teacher meetings for Years 1-7 are scheduled for Monday 31 March

Below is a list of school closures for 2026/2027
[image: image3.png]


School Closure List 2026/2027  (all dates inclusive)

School Starts: 
Thursday 27th August 2026 (12noon finish)

Friday 28th August 2026 (12noon finish)

(off bank holiday Monday 31st August)

From Tuesday 1st September (full days)

Staff Development Day:
 
Friday 25th September 2026

Mid Term Break: 


Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 2026

Staff Development Day:
 
Friday 20th November 2026

Christmas: 


 
Monday 21st December – Monday 4th January 2027

(Monday 4th School closed – Staff Training)
Staff Development Day:

Monday 25th January 2027
Mid-Term:



Thursday 11th February – Monday 15th February 2027

St Patrick’s Day:


Wednesday 17th March 2027

Easter: 



Monday 22nd March – Friday 2nd April 2027

May Day:



Monday 3rd May 2027

Staff Development Day: 

Tuesday 4th May 2027

Half-Term:



 Friday 28th May – Monday 31st May 2027
Summer Term Ends Wednesday 30th June 2027 at 12 noon
Please note that these dates are subject to change throughout the course

of the next year. We will endeavour to notify parents of any changes

as soon as we become aware of them.  Please also keep an eye on our school website and Facebook for notification of changes.

You can also access the provisional School Holiday list for next year by clicking on the link below:
https://www.tobermoreps.com/parent-area/school-holidays/
This information can also be found under ‘Parents’ section – school holidays on our school website.
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School Attendance 
At Tobermore Primary School, we know that regular attendance is vital to your child’s learning, wellbeing, and overall success. Every day in school supports progress, builds confidence, and strengthens friendships.

We would like to remind you that 85% attendance is the agreed threshold for referral to our named Education Welfare Officer. Falling below this level means your child may be missing a significant amount of learning time, and we will work closely with you to provide support.

How you can help support good attendance:

· Establish a consistent morning routine to ensure your child arrives on time.

· Schedule appointments outside school hours whenever possible.

· Encourage good sleep habits so your child feels rested and ready for school.

· Communicate with us early if your child is unwell or experiencing challenges affecting attendance.

· Celebrate progress—recognising improvements helps maintain motivation.

You may also find it helpful to read ‘School Attendance Matters: A Parent’s Guide’ (see link below). https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/articles/school-attendance
Reporting Absences

If your child is absent from school, we kindly remind you that a reason must always be provided, either by:

· Telephone: 028 7964 2254, or

· Submitting an absence note via our website:
https://www.tobermoreps.com/parent-area/abscene-notes/

Please ensure all absences are explained promptly.

Thank you for your continued cooperation and support in promoting excellent attendance for all our pupils.

Mini-Minds Programme & Chester Challenge

Chester’s Challenge Visit

We were delighted to welcome Ellie and Charlotte from Chester’s Challenge, delivered by the Heart and Stroke team, into school recently. They worked with our P5, P6 and P7 pupils, delivering engaging and informative sessions focused on health and wellbeing. The children learned about the risks associated with smoking and vaping, and the impact these choices can have on the body.

The sessions also highlighted the importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle, including regular exercise, daily physical activity, balanced nutrition, and managing screen time in a positive and healthy way. We would like to extend a huge thank you to Ellie and Charlotte for providing such valuable learning experiences for our pupils.
Mini Minds Programme

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Steven Ward for delivering the Mini-Minds programme to our P4–P7 children. This positive coaching curriculum, developed by Mindspan specifically for early years and primary-aged pupils, focuses on building resilience, emotional regulation, and promoting positive mental wellbeing. The programme has been a fantastic experience for our pupils, and all the children thoroughly enjoyed taking part. Huge thanks to Mrs Hawthorne for arranging these emotional, health and well being programmes. 
[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]



[image: image7.png]S TRAVELLING BOOKS



Book Fair Success
A big thank you to everyone who supported our recent Travelling Book Fair. A fantastic total of £675.87 was spent, which is an excellent achievement!  As a result, the school will receive £270.35 worth of books, which will greatly benefit our pupils and enrich our school resources.

Thank you again for your continued support.

Sports Day
Sports Day – Friday 12th June
We are delighted to inform you that our Sports Day is scheduled for Friday 12th June at 10:00am at Mill Park football pitch, Tobermore (weather permitting). In preparation for the day, practices will take place at the park on Wednesday 10th June and Thursday 11th June. On these days, children should come to school wearing their PE kit – school polo shirt, plain navy shorts, and trainers. If the weather is sunny, please ensure your child comes prepared with sun cream already applied, a sun hat, and a water bottle. Our PTA have kindly arranged to provide ice cream for all children on the day, which we greatly appreciate.  Huge thanks to Miss Mitchell for overseeing all the planning and preparation for sports day. 
Following the event, children may go home after Sports Day has finished. Please inform the school in advance if your child will be returning for school dinners. We look forward to seeing you all there for what promises to be a fun and enjoyable morning!

P7 Leavers’ Celebration and Whole School Prize Day
Our annual Prize Day and P7 Leavers’ Celebration will take place on Wednesday 24th June at 1:30pm.

Please note that P7 children will finish school after the event. 

There will be tea served afterwards for P7 children, their families, and members of the Board of Governors, and we look forward to seeing you there for this special occasion.

Our P7 pupils recently enjoyed a fantastic celebration day to mark the end of their seven years at Tobermore Primary School. A huge thank you to Mrs McCarroll for very kindly assisting with transport for the P7 trip, and to Mrs Palmer for all her planning and organisation.

Our Annual School Trip

Our annual school trip is scheduled for Monday 22nd June.

All children have received a letter with full details for the day. Please ensure that if your child is attending, you sign and return the slip to school as soon as possible.

It promises to be a fabulous and enjoyable day for everyone, and we are very much looking forward to it!

Outdoor Numeracy Trail – A Wonderful Community Event 🌳📚
We were delighted to host an outdoor Numeracy Trail on our school grounds, welcoming grandparents 👵👴, parents 👨‍👩‍👧‍👦 and carers to join the children in a range of fun and engaging activities 🎲. The day was filled with laughter 😄, enthusiasm and a friendly competitive spirit 🏁, while showcasing how enjoyable and meaningful numeracy can be—especially in an outdoor setting 🌿.

It was lovely to see so many families supporting and encouraging the children 💙, and we greatly appreciate your involvement. A sincere thank you to everyone who contributed refreshments 🍰🧁, and to Gavin Hawthorne (Bertie’s Bakery 🥐) and Ballinscreen Credit Union 🤝 for their generous support.

We are incredibly grateful to our staff 👏, parent helpers ☕ and photographers 📸 for their hard work—it truly was a whole-school team effort 🤍. A huge thank you ⭐ to Miss Henderson and the Pupil Council for organising and planning such a wonderful event—their effort and dedication made the day such a success 🎉.

We are also pleased to share that £333.70 was raised for Help the Aged ❤️. Thank you all for your generosity and for helping to make the event so special, truly reflecting our motto: Together We Learn 🤝, Together We Achieve 🌟, Together We Celebrate 🎊.
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🏃‍♂️ Eco and Sustrans Committee - Mini Marathon Day! 🌳
Mini Marathon Day – A Fantastic Success!
We had a truly fantastic, action-packed Mini Marathon Day, organised by our Eco and Sustrans Committee with a focus on health, fitness and enjoying our local environment.

The day began with a fun and energetic Joe Wicks workout, with both pupils and staff getting fully involved! We then headed to the park for our Mini Marathon, where everyone showed great determination—walking, jogging or running laps and encouraging one another throughout. As a reward for all their hard work, pupils enjoyed some well-deserved free time playing tennis and making the most of the fresh air. In the afternoon, the excitement continued with a special treat as we gathered around a fire pit to make and enjoy delicious s’mores—definitely a highlight of the day! We finished by completing our Joe Wicks activity booklets together.

A huge thank you to everyone who helped make the day such a success, and in particular to Mrs Hawthorne and the Eco Committee for organising such a memorable event.

PTA Summer Event – Clowns on Wheels, Summer Fair & BBQ 🎪
We are really looking forward to our upcoming PTA summer event, Clowns on Wheels, taking place on Friday 19th June from 6.30pm–8.30pm.

The evening will begin with a dress-up walk, before returning to school for what promises to be a fun-filled evening for all the family, including our summer fair and BBQ.

Admission prices:
· £5 per adult

· £3 per child

· Under 4s go free

There will also be a summer raffle, with clown coupons priced at £2 each (these have already been sent home). If you require additional coupons, please contact the school.
All sold coupons and money should be returned to school by Thursday 18th June.
We would love to see as many families as possible come along and support this fantastic event.

A huge thank you to Mrs Smyth and all members of the PTA for the incredible work they do throughout the year—it is very much appreciated. Thank you also to Mrs Robb for organising all tickets, coupons and money letters to be sent home—we really appreciate all your hard work behind the scenes.
PTA Message – School Uniform Collection & Giveaway
If anyone has any items of school uniform in fairly good condition, please send them into school by Friday 12th June. The school will then be open to all parents/carers to come and browse through the donated items. All items will be free of charge.
Browsing times:
· Monday 15th June: 9.00–11.00am and 3.00–3.30pm

· Tuesday 16th June: 9.00–11.00am and 3.00–3.30pm
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🎉 Fantastic News for Tobermore Primary School! 🎉
We are absolutely delighted to share that our Breakfast Club project has come FIRST place in the Tesco Community Grant Scheme! 🥇Thanks to the incredible support and votes from Tesco customers, we have been awarded an amazing £1,500 grant to support this important initiative. Voting took place in local Tesco stores from 12th January to 27th April 2026, with millions of votes cast across the UK—and we are so proud that our school community was chosen! 
This funding will make a real difference, helping us continue to provide a welcoming, supportive start to the school day for our pupils. 💙A huge thank you to everyone who voted for us and supported our Breakfast Club—we truly appreciate it!
Safeguarding and Child Protection
If you have any concerns over the holiday period that a child is being harmed or abused please contact any of the following numbers for advice.
Out of Hours Emergency 08001979995 
(after 5:00 pm each evening at weekends, and public/bank holidays)

 

NSPCC  08088005000
Call the Stop It Now! helpline on 0808 1000 900 to talk through any concerns or worries you have.
Childline 0800 1111
https://www.tobermoreps.com/our-school/safeguarding-and-child-protection-/
Safeguarding and Child Protection

Any concerns regarding Child protection matters should be reported to Mrs H Hawthorne (Designated teacher for Child Protection) or Mrs C Speers (Principal member of Safeguarding Team).  A copy of our Child Protection Policy can be requested from the school office or alternatively can be accessed using the link below.  Anyone wishing to contact our chair of governors, Pastor Dundas, may do so by contacting the school office.

https://storage.googleapis.com/siteassetsswd/220/docletter/20250131103145_24_child_protection_policy_signed_for_2024-2025.pdf
Further documents have also been added to this area on our website which may be of interest to parents/guardians.

Procedures for child protection complaints and general complaints are outlined in our child protection policy and our complaints policy, which can either be accessed under the parental area of our school website (see policies) or by clicking on the link below:

https://www.tobermoreps.com/our-school/policies/
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As set out in our Complaints Policy, if you have any concern regarding your child, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
The best first step is to contact your child’s class teacher so that a mutually convenient time to talk can be arranged. This can be done through the school office, via Seesaw, or through a quick conversation at pick‑up time. We are always here to listen and work together in the best interests of every child.

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club will continue to operate until Tuesday 30th June.   Cost is £1 per day.  Everyone welcome! It will resume again on Thursday 27th August. 
After School Activities and Clubs (see website calendar for all times and dates)
Our programme of clubs/activities for this term is as follows:
Transfer Club:  Wednesdays 3-4pm

Football Club: Fridays; P1-P3: 2-3pm; P4-P7: 3-4pm 

4-7 Club: Tuesdays 3-4pm

1 2 3 Club: Thursdays 2-3pm

Agriculture Club: Mondays 3-4pm  
Piano and Instrumental Tuition – Wednesday and Thursday

All dates and times are on our school website.

School Uniform:
The school uniform can be purchased from Select Kidz in Magherafelt. Click on the link below to see current offers:

 https://www.tobermoreps.com/news/important-parental-information/ 
We would like to see all children returning to school with proper full school uniform as per our uniform policy and this standard being maintained as the year progresses.  Each class teacher will inform you of PE days and only on these days are trainers permitted with plain navy jogging bottoms.  On non-PE days children should wear black school shoes.  
Please also ensure all items of school clothing (PE kit, coat, uniform, lunch boxes etc) are clearly labelled with your child’s name. Sewn on labels are preferable.  
Thank you for your support!
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Dates for your Diary 
Please note there will no dinners on Tuesday 30th June 2026 – school will finish at 12 noon for all children.  This will be a non-uniform day for all pupils.
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School will resume on Thursday 28th August 2025.  Please note school will finish at 12 noon for all children.
Friday 29th August 2025 – 12 noon finish for all children.

Monday 1st September 2025 – normal school day. P1 finish at 12 noon, P2 finish at 2pm and P3-P7 finish at 3pm.
Breakfast club will resume on Thursday 28th August (£1 per day)

School dinners will resume on Monday 1st September.
If you would like more information, please contact the school: 028 79642254

https://www.tobermoreps.com/
Our school website (see above) will be updated regularly with important information and also with work from our pupils.    All important dates can be accessed via our school calendar. Another useful point of contact is our FB.  Please give us a like and subscribe to the link below: http://www.facebook.com/TobermorePS/
📅 Important Dates for Your Diary
We are delighted to share some key upcoming events in school:

· Monday 15th – Thursday 18th June: We are pleased to welcome Colin Tinsley from Hope Ministries to work with our pupils.

· Please note that all P1–P2 children will stay until 3.00pm from Monday 15th to Wednesday 17th June during his visit. Normal home time on Thursday 18th. 
· Thursday 18th June (2.15pm): Induction afternoon for our new P1 pupils – we look forward to welcoming our new children and their families.

· Over the coming weeks, Claire Quigley will deliver ‘It’s Your Move’ across three sessions for our P7 pupils, supporting them as they prepare for the transition to secondary school.

A huge thank you to Colin Tinsley and Claire Quigley for providing these valuable and enriching experiences for our children 🌟.

Staff Updates 💙
We would like to take this opportunity to say a fond farewell to Mrs Palmer, who has been covering maternity leave in P6/7. Mrs Palmer has fitted into life at Tobermore so naturally and quickly became a valued member of Team Tobermore. Her warmth, dedication and contribution to school life will be greatly missed by both staff and pupils. We thank her sincerely for all she has done and wish her every success in the future 🌟.

We would also like to extend our very best wishes to Miss Thom as she prepares for her upcoming nuptials 💍. We hope you have a truly special and memorable day, and we look forward to welcoming you back as Mrs Glass 👰✨.

As we come to the end of this newsletter, we would like to thank you all for your continued support throughout the year. We wish all our pupils and families a happy, safe and relaxing summer ☀️🌻, and we look forward to seeing you at the many exciting events planned for June 🎉📅.

C Speers
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