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Tobermore Primary School
6 Maghera Road, Tobermore, BT45 5QB

	Tel: 028 7964 2254

Website: www.tobermoreps.com
info@tobermoreps.magherafelt.ni.sch.uk 


 Principal: Mrs C Speers


“Together We Learn, Together We Achieve, Together We Celebrate’

May Newsletter 2026
Dear Parent/Carer
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Welcome to our May Newsletter which has lots of information about school activities in May and beyond.  If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us by emailing info@tobermoreps.magherafelt.ni.sch.uk or by phoning the school office on 02879642254.


This term’s Parent Teacher meetings for Years 1-7 are scheduled for Monday 31 March

May Holidays 
School Calendar (please note one further date – see below)

Below is a reminder of school closures for 2026 (all dates are inclusive).  This information can also be found under ‘Parents’ section – school holidays on our school website or by using the link below:

https://www.tobermoreps.com/parent-area/school-holidays/
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May Day 


Monday 4th May 2026

Staff Development Day 
Thursday 21st May 2026

Half-Term


Friday 22nd May – Monday 25th May
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Summer Term Ends
Tuesday 30th June 2026 at 12 noon

School will be closed for the following days during the month of May:
Thursday 21st May - Exceptional Closure (Staff Training)

Monday 25th May - May Day Bank Holiday 2

Parent Teacher interviews

Our staff very much enjoyed meeting with parents recently and appreciated the opportunity to share your child(ren)’s progress, celebrate achievements, and discuss any areas requiring support. These conversations are an important part of maintaining an effective partnership between home and school, and we are grateful for your ongoing engagement.

Please remember that if, at any stage, you have a concern or would like to discuss any aspect of your child’s learning or wellbeing, you are warmly encouraged to contact the school office. We will be happy to arrange a suitable time for you to speak with your child’s class teacher. Working together ensures we can provide the best possible outcomes for every child.
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Absence from School – Important Reminder 
We kindly remind parents and carers that written confirmation must be provided for all pupil absences, explaining the reason for your child’s absence from school.

Absence notes can be submitted easily via our school website. Please go to the Parents tab and click on Absence Notes (see link below).

Thank you for your continued cooperation and support.

https://www.tobermoreps.com/parent-area/abscene-notes/
Travelling Book Fair
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We are looking forward to having the travelling book fair with us again.  It will be open from 2 – 2.30pm and 3 – 3.30pm on the following days; Thursday 30th April, Friday 1st May and Tuesday 5th May. Feel free to pop in during these times.  Children may also bring money to school to purchase books and/or stationery items during the school day.  Follow the link below to browse books available. 
 https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/travelling-books/the-books
Big Walk and Wheel Challenge
Well done to all our pupils who cycled, scooted or walked to school, and a huge thank you to the parents, grandparents, guardians and friends who joined our Walking Bus.

Our sincere appreciation to Mrs Palmer, Mrs Hawthorne, Miss Mitchell, Mrs Smyth and Miss Henderson for supervising the Walking Bus, and to Mrs Hawthorne and the Sustrans Committee for overseeing this fantastic project.

We hope our pupils will continue to enjoy making active journeys to school throughout this sunny Summer Term! ☀️🚶‍♀️🚲
Grandparent (family member) Numeracy Day – Thursday 7th May
A gentle reminder that our Grandparent Numeracy Day will take place on Thursday 7th April, proudly organised by our Student Council. This promises to be a lively and interactive event, giving grandparents a wonderful insight into the numeracy activities and challenges our children enjoy in school.

We will also be supporting Help the Aged, and any voluntary donations on the day will be greatly appreciated.  There will a nice cup of tea for family members to enjoy. 
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Huge Thanks

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Ballinascreen Credit Union for their very kind donation of a £250 Easter grant.
This generous support will help fund our Numeracy Activity Day and allow us to provide a few tasty treats for our grandparents and parents to enjoy. We are extremely grateful for their continued commitment to supporting our school community.
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Exciting Programmes for P4–P7 This May 
We are delighted to share that our P4–P7 pupils will be taking part in two fantastic programmes delivered in partnership with the Mini-Minds Programme and the Chester Challenge (Chest, heart and stroke association). 
Throughout these initiatives, children will learn lots of interesting and practical information about healthy eating, the importance of regular exercise, and how to look after their overall wellbeing. The Mini-Minds Matter programme is a child‑friendly, evidence‑based initiative designed to support children’s mental health, emotional regulation, and resilience. Through mindfulness, affirmations, and creative activities, pupils will explore how to understand and manage their feelings, develop positive thinking skills, and build a strong growth mindset.

As part of the programme, our P6 and P7 pupils will also receive age‑appropriate teaching on the effects of vaping and smoking, helping them make informed and healthy choices as they grow.  We are very much looking forward to offering these enriching experiences to our pupils and know they will gain a great deal from taking part.
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Residential Success

P5–P7 Residential Trip to the Wild Atlantic Adventure Centre
Some of our P5–P7 pupils recently travelled to the Wild Atlantic Adventure Centre for a three‑day residential, accompanied by Mrs Hawthorne and Mrs Speers. What a fantastic time they had! Despite the rain and wind, spirits were high, and every activity was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  Please take a moment to visit our school website and Facebook page, where you can catch up on all the adventures and see the many photos from the trip.
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A huge thank‑you to Mrs Hawthorne for her hard work in making this residential such a memorable experience for our pupils and to our well being governor Mrs R Glendinning for kindly transporting children to and from the venue. 
A huge thank you to Mrs D Chestnutt for her very generous donation of compost, a greenhouse, pots and seeds. The children thoroughly enjoyed planting everything and we’re really looking forward to watching their plants grow over the coming weeks.

Sports Day

Weather permitting Sports Day is scheduled for Friday 12th June at 10 am at Tobermore Mill Park. We are delighted to invite parents/family friends/guardians along this year again to offer your support to the children.  If we are unable to proceed with Sports Day due to inclement weather on the day, we will reschedule it for the next available dry day. Please do keep an eye on our school website/Facebook page for any updates regarding Sports Day. 

Visitors in School

Could we please remind all visitors (parents/friends/teachers/Education

Authority personnel etc.) to report to the office on entry to the school. This is in the interests of safety for our children.  Parents wishing to collect children from school during the school day (i.e. for medical appointments) must first report to the school office.  Your child will be collected from the classroom by a member of staff.
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Football Fun

Children from P5–P7 have been enjoying a range of football activities at Meadowbank Sports Arena. They have represented our school so well and we are extremely proud of their efforts and achievements. ⚽
P6 and P7 pupils will also be taking part in 5‑a‑side football activity days at Draperstown Celtic Football Club (Friday 19th June) and the Henry Brothers Soccer Tournament at the Woods Primary School (Friday 15th May).  Further arrangements and details will follow in due course.
PTA Upcoming Events

Our PTA has some exciting events planned over the coming weeks, and we would love everyone to get involved!

Cash Call will take place on Friday 1st May at 1.30pm.
Tickets cost £1 per entry, and anyone is welcome to take part. If you require extra sheets, please contact the school. The last date for purchasing tickets is Thursday 30th April.  We also look forward to “Clowns on Wheels / Summer Barbeque”, which will be held on Friday 19th June at 6.30pm. This promises to be a fun and social evening for our school community.

A huge thank you to Mrs Smyth and all members of our PTA for their hard work and preparation in organising these events. Your continued support is greatly appreciated.

Policy Consultation
As you are aware, we have recently been undertaking training in relation to bullying legislation, guidance and policy, and information linked to this guidance has already been shared with you.

The updated policy is now ready for consultation, and I would kindly ask that you take the time to read it carefully and share any thoughts or feedback you may have.

To access the policy, please visit our school website and click on the ‘Our School’ tab. From the drop-down menu, select ‘Policy Consultation’.

Alternatively, you can access the policy directly using the link below:
https://www.tobermoreps.com/our-school/policy-consultation/
The consultation period will close on Monday 11th May. Thank you for your continued support.
The Advancing Shared Partnerships through Inclusive Relationships in Education Project Update (ASPIRE)

The children from P1-P7 have been enjoying a wide range of engaging, educational, fun activities with their partner school St Columba’s. It is great to see friendships continuing and developing and the children having so much fun learning together. 
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Please do keep abreast of all the fantastic activities via our school website/Facebook page. Thank you to all our staff for organising such fantastic activities. We are also excited to announce that applications have now opened for another year. 

P7 Leavers’ Celebration and Whole School Prize Day

Our annual Prize Day and P7 Leavers’ Celebration is on Wednesday 24th June at 1.30pm.
The P7 children will finish school after this event. Please do plan to come along as we celebrate the children’s achievements throughout the year. 

After School Activities and Clubs (see website calendar for all times and dates)
Our programme of clubs/activities for this term is as follows:
Transfer Club:  Wednesdays 3-4pm
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Football Club: Fridays; P1-P3: 2-3pm; P4-P7: 3-4pm 

Cycling Proficiency: Mondays 3-4pm
4-7 Club: Tuesdays 3-4pm
1 2 3 Club: Thursdays 2-3pm
Agriculture Club: Starting Tuesday 26th May then consecutive Mondays from 1st June, 8th June and 15th June: 3-4pm  
Safeguarding and Child Protection
Any concerns regarding Child protection matters should be reported to Mrs H Hawthorne (Designated teacher for Child Protection) or Mrs C Speers (Principal member of Safeguarding Team).  A copy of our Child Protection Policy can be requested from the school office, or alternatively can be accessed using the link below.  Anyone wishing to contact our chair of governors, Pastor Dundas, may do so by contacting the school office.
https://storage.googleapis.com/siteassetsswd/220/docletter/20250131103145_24_child_protection_policy_signed_for_2024-2025.pdf
Further documents have also been added to this area on our website which may be of interest to parents/guardians.

Procedures for child protection complaints and general complaints are outlined in our child protection policy and our complaints policy, which can either be accessed under the parental area of our school website (see policies) or by clicking on the link below:

https://www.tobermoreps.com/our-school/policies/
As set out in our Complaints Policy, if you have any concern regarding your child, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
The best first step is to contact your child’s class teacher so that a mutually convenient time to talk can be arranged. This can be done through the school office, via Seesaw, or through a quick conversation at pick‑up time.
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We are always here to listen and work together in the best interests of every child.

Operation Encompass Reminder

As part of our ongoing commitment to safeguarding and supporting all pupils, we want to remind families that Tobermore Primary School is an Operation Encompass school.

This means we work in partnership with the Police to support children who may have been affected by incidents of domestic abuse.

When the school receives an Operation Encompass notification, only key safeguarding staff are informed, and information is shared confidentially and on a need‑to‑know basis. A member of the safeguarding team may speak with the class teacher so we can put appropriate, trauma‑informed support in place for the child.

If you would like more information, please contact the school: 028 79642254
https://www.tobermoreps.com/
Our school website (see above) will be updated regularly with important information and also with work from our pupils.    All important dates can be accessed via our school calendar. Another useful point of contact is our FB.  Please give us a like and subscribe to the link below: http://www.facebook.com/TobermorePS/
School Uniform:
I would like to remind parents that our school is committed to upholding high standards for uniform throughout the upcoming term. We encourage all pupils to wear the appropriate school trousers or skirts (plain navy shorts or gingham dresses also permitted in the summer term) to comply with the school's uniform policy. Plain navy tracksuit bottoms or leggings are only permitted on PE days. Maintaining a high standard for school uniform has been proven to foster a positive school culture and is often a more economical alternative to buying expensive designer clothing. I urge you to support us in addressing this matter.  The school uniform can be purchased from Select Kidz in Magherafelt.
Please also ensure all items of school clothing (PE kit, coat, uniform, lunch boxes etc) are clearly labelled with your child’s name. Sewn on labels are preferable.  Items without names will be put in the lost property box.

In line with the Education Authority guidelines and in the interests of ‘Health & Safety’ we would make parents aware of the hazards of wearing jewellery in play situations or at PE. School policy outlines that jewellery should not be worn at school or during any aspect of PE. All children should wear black school shoes except on PE days when they are permitted to wear trainers with plain navy jogging/tracksuit bottoms.
Thank you for your support!

Please follow the link below to see the provisional School Holiday list for next year 2026-2027

https://www.tobermoreps.com/parent-area/school-holidays/
[image: image18.png]Sustrans
School Mark
Gold

Excellence in Sustainable Travel!




This information can also be found under ‘Parents’ section – school holidays on our school website.

Dates for your Diary May/June
May Day School Closures – Monday 4th, Thursday 21st, Friday 22nd & Monday 25th May

Grandparent/Parent Numeracy Day – Thursday 7th May
P1 Induction - Thursday 18th June 
Sports Day – Friday 12th June 
Annual School Trip – Monday 22nd June
P7 Leavers and Annual Prize Day – Wednesday 24th June  
As the days grow longer through the month of May, enjoy the hours of light each day. Let the Lord light your path. Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow. James 1:17
Yours sincerely
C Speers

[image: image19.jpg]&@ Rights
\q& L; i ReSPECtlng
Schools

UNITED KINGDOM

unicef €

Silver ‘
Rights Aware







