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Tobermore Primary School
6 Maghera Road, Tobermore, BT45 5QB

	Tel: 028 7964 2254

Website: www.tobermoreps.com
info@tobermoreps.magherafelt.ni.sch.uk 


 Principal: Mrs C Speers

“Together We Learn, Together We Achieve, Together We Celebrate’

April Newsletter 2026
Dear Parent/Guardian
Welcome to our April Newsletter which has lots of information about school activities in April and beyond.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us by emailing info@tobermoreps.magherafelt.ni.sch.uk or by phoning the school office on 02879642254.


This term’s Parent Teacher meetings for Years 1-7 are scheduled for Monday 31 March
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School Calendar (please note two further dates – see below)
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Below is a reminder of school closures for 2026 (all dates are inclusive).  This information can also be found under ‘Parents’ section – school holidays on our school website or by using the link below:

https://www.tobermoreps.com/parent-area/school-holidays/
May Day 


Monday 4th May 2026
Staff Development Day 
Thursday 21st May 2026
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Half-Term


Friday 22nd May – Monday 25th May

Summer Term Ends

Tuesday 30th June 2026 at 12 noon

Easter Break

We trust everyone had a lovely Easter break.
The Summer Term will commence for pupils on Monday 13th April.
Parent/Teacher Meetings

Parent Teacher meetings for Years 1-7 will take place on Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st April.  You will have received a letter which will provide details of day and time for interview.  If you have not already done so please fill these in and return to school to indicate your attendance. 
The school day will finish at 1pm on each of these days for all P1-P7 children. The school meals kitchen will provide meals as usual.  There will also be supervision for any children during the parent/teacher meeting.
May Holidays

School will be closed for the following days during the month of May:

Monday 4th May - May Day Bank Holiday 1

Thursday 21st May - Exceptional Closure (Staff Training)

Friday 22nd – Staff Training and Monday 25 May – 
May Day Bank Holidays
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Travelling Book Fair

We are looking forward to having the travelling book fair with us again.  It will be open from 2 – 2.30pm and 3 – 3.30pm on the following days; Thursday 30th April, Friday 1st May and Tuesday 5th May. Feel free to pop in during these times.  Children may also bring money to school to purchase books and/or stationery items during the school day.  Follow the link below to browse books available. 
  https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/travelling-books/the-books
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Big Walk and Wheel 
The children really enjoyed taking part in our Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel challenge organised by our ECO and Sustrans Committee.  Huge thanks to Mrs Hawthorne and the committee for this fantastic event and well done to all those who cycled, scooted or walked.

📢 Grandparents & Family Numeracy Day – Save the Date!
We are delighted to invite all grandparents and family members to join us on Thursday 7th May for a special Numeracy Day at Tobermore Primary School organised by our student council.  Please pop the date in your calendars!  Further details on times etc to follow. 
Everyone is warmly welcomed to come along, take part in fun, hands‑on numeracy activities with the children, and enjoy a nice cup of tea.

As part of the event, we will be collecting donations in support of Help the Aged. Any contribution, big or small, will be greatly appreciated.

We look forward to a wonderful day of learning, laughter, and community spirit.
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World Book Day

Thank you to Miss Henderson and our Student Council for organising World Book Day!
The children thoroughly enjoyed dressing up, talking about their favourite books and characters, and taking part in the competition to design their own book characters.
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Well done to all our prize winners — and keep reading!
A huge thank you also to Maghera Library for coming along to speak to the children.

Farewell to Mrs Kelly  
Wednesday 18th March was a very special but very sad day in our school community as we said a final farewell to Mrs Kelly as she begins her well‑deserved retirement. After 18 years of loyal and dedicated service as Building Supervisor, Cook, and Lunch Supervisor, Mrs Kelly leaves behind a legacy of kindness, hard work, and endless care for both children and staff.

Throughout her time at Tobermore Primary School, Mrs Kelly created countless wonderful memories. She treated every child with great warmth, always ensuring they had the very best dinners — just the way they liked them! Nothing was ever too much trouble for her.

She was equally loved by the staff, often rallying around looking for lost or misplaced items, or rescuing us from tricky situations — especially those involving permanent marker on a whiteboard! Her willingness to help, her sense of humour, and her generosity made every day brighter.

Mrs Kelly also loved supporting the children outdoors, whether planting new flowers in the garden or painting the fence. She was always on hand at PTA, Eco Committee, and Pupil Council events, offering invaluable support with her trademark smile.

We will miss her deeply, but we are so grateful for everything she has contributed to our school over nearly two decades.

We wish Mrs Kelly every happiness in her retirement and hope she enjoys plenty of time to relax, put her feet up, and cherish precious family moments.
Mrs Kelly — please come back and visit us anytime!

Residential

Children in P5, 6 and 7 are looking forward to their residential trip at the Wild Atlantic Adventure Centre (Wednesday 15th, Thursday 16th and Friday 17th April inclusive). There was a short meeting on 19th March to discuss arrangements and complete any necessary form filling.  If anyone needs further updates or anything clarified please do not hesitate to get in touch.  Please also ensure that all relevant documentation and forms have been returned to school.
Addressing Bullying – Update for Parents/Carers
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Thank you to all parents and carers who completed our recent Addressing Bullying survey. Your feedback is extremely valuable and will directly inform the update of our current policy, which has been identified as a priority within our School Development Plan. The policy is being reviewed and updated in line with recent legislation and guidance.  Both the Principal and staff have undertaken further training to ensure we remain fully informed of current expectations and best practice. All pupils have also taken part in a survey, and their views have been central to this work.

Miss Henderson, from our pastoral team, and Mrs Hawthorne, our designated Child Protection Teacher, continue to ensure pupils receive clear information about how to stay safe and who to speak to if they ever have a worry or concern.

On Friday 13th March, Miss Henderson and the Student Council led an informative assembly on addressing bullying. This included an outline of our school’s policy (currently being updated), what constitutes bullying type behaviour, the correct language to use, the procedure we follow in school, and the preventative and supportive curriculum in place. All children received important leaflets to take home—please take time to discuss these with your child.  
All parents/carers have also received key leaflets and documents explaining the terminology we use and the correct procedures that will be followed in school when an alleged bullying behaviour incident is reported. Please take time to read this information.

Thank you for your continued support as we work together to keep all children safe, supported and informed.

Visitors in School

To ensure safety of pupils we ask all visitors (parents/friends/teachers/Education

Authority personnel etc.) to report to the office on entry to the school.

Parents wishing to collect children from school during the school day (i.e. for medical

appointments) must first report to the school office.  Your child will be collected from

the classroom by a member of staff.

Safeguarding and Child Protection
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Any concerns regarding Child protection matters should be reported to Mrs H Hawthorne (Designated teacher for Child Protection) or Mrs C Speers (Principal member of Safeguarding Team).  A copy of our Child Protection Policy can be requested from the school office, or alternatively can be accessed using the link below.  Anyone wishing to contact our chair of governors, Pastor Dundas, may do so by contacting the school office.
https://storage.googleapis.com/siteassetsswd/220/docletter/20250131103145_24_child_protection_policy_signed_for_2024-2025.pdf
Further documents have also been added to this area on our website which may be of interest to parents/guardians.

Procedures for child protection complaints and general complaints are outlined in our child protection policy and our complaints policy, which can either be accessed under the parental area of our school website (see policies) or by clicking on the link below:

https://www.tobermoreps.com/our-school/policies/
As set out in our Complaints Policy, if you have any concern regarding your child, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
The best first step is to contact your child’s class teacher so that a mutually convenient time to talk can be arranged. This can be done through the school office, via Seesaw, or through a quick conversation at pick‑up time.
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We are always here to listen and work together in the best interests of every child.

Operation Encompass Reminder

As part of our ongoing commitment to safeguarding and supporting all pupils, we want to remind families that Tobermore Primary School is an Operation Encompass school.

This means we work in partnership with the Police to support children who may have been affected by incidents of domestic abuse.

When the school receives an Operation Encompass notification, only key safeguarding staff are informed, and information is shared confidentially and on a need‑to‑know basis. A member of the safeguarding team may speak with the class teacher so we can put appropriate, trauma‑informed support in place for the child.
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If you would like more information, please contact the school.
Tesco Stronger Starts – Keep Voting! 🗳️💙
We would like to extend a huge thank you to all parents, carers, and members of our school community who have supported us in the Tesco Stronger Starts voting. Your support so far has been fantastic, and we kindly ask that you keep voting whenever you shop in participating Tesco stores across the Mid Ulster area. Voting will remain open until the end of March 2026, so please continue to drop your blue tokens into our box. As soon as the results are shared with the school, we will let everyone know. Thank you for standing behind us!

After School Activities and Clubs (see website calendar for all times and dates)
Our programme of clubs/activities for this term is as follows:

Mon:  Cycling Proficiency 3-4pm
Tues: 4-7 after school club: 3-4pm

Wed: Instrumental Lessons. Transfer Club 3pm – 4pm (to commence Wednesday 22nd April)

Thurs: 1,2,3 Club: 2-3pm; Piano lessons.

Friday: Mr Sports after school football club P1-P3: 2-3pm; P4-P7: 3-4pm

 – Use the link  https://mr-sports.co.uk to register your child for the club

Breakfast Club operates Monday to Friday from 8.20 to 8.50. Cost is £1 per day.  Everyone welcome! 
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Netball Club – Thank you to Miss Mitchell for overseeing the recent netball club.  The girls thoroughly enjoyed their time and learnt an array of new skills.

Thank you to Mrs Smyth and our PTA for their ongoing work in raising much needed funds and for the recent treat of ice-cream for everyone after our success at Coleraine Music Festival. 

The Advancing Shared Partnerships through Inclusive Relationships in Education (ASPIRE) Project Update 
Thank you to all the teaching staff for planning fantastic activities and trips.  The children have been enjoying everything so far and are looking forward to the rest of the events to share with their friends at Straw Primary School. You can keep abreast of all the fun, educational experiences on our school website:
This website will be updated regularly with important information and also with work from our pupils.    All important dates can be accessed via our school calendar. Another useful point of contact is our FB.  Please give us a like and subscribe to the link below:
http://www.facebook.com/TobermorePS/
School Uniform:
I would like to remind parents that our school is committed to upholding high standards for uniform throughout the upcoming term. We encourage all pupils to wear the appropriate school trousers or skirts (plain navy shorts or gingham dresses also permitted in the summer term) to comply with the school's uniform policy. Plain navy tracksuit bottoms or leggings are only permitted on PE days. Maintaining a high standard for school uniform has been proven to foster a positive school culture and is often a more economical alternative to buying expensive designer clothing. I urge you to support us in addressing this matter.  The school uniform can be purchased from Select Kidz in Magherafelt.   All P7’s are permitted to wear their ‘Leaver Hoodies’
Please also ensure all items of school clothing (PE kit, coat, uniform, lunch boxes etc) are clearly labelled with your child’s name. Sewn on labels are preferable.  Items without names will be put in the lost property box.

In line with the Education Authority guidelines and in the interests of ‘Health & Safety’ we would make parents aware of the hazards of wearing jewellery in play situations or at PE. School policy outlines that jewellery should not be worn at school or during any aspect of PE. 

All children should wear black school shoes except on PE days when they are permitted to wear trainers with plain navy jogging/tracksuit bottoms.
Thank you for your support!
Please follow the link below to see the provisional School Holiday list for next year 2026-2027
https://www.tobermoreps.com/parent-area/school-holidays/
This information can also be found under ‘Parents’ section – school holidays on our school website.
As April showers arrive to bring May flowers, let this month represent a "spiritual spring" in your home. Just as the earth brings forth new life, trust that God is doing a new thing in your family.
Yours sincerely
C Speers
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