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Tobermore Primary School
6 Maghera Road, Tobermore, BT45 5QB

	Tel: 028 7964 2254

Website: www.tobermoreps.com
info@tobermoreps.magherafelt.ni.sch.uk 


 Principal: Mrs C Speers

“Together We Learn, Together We Achieve, Together We Celebrate’

March Newsletter 2026
Dear Parent/Guardian
Welcome to our March Newsletter which has lots of information about school activities in March and beyond.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us by emailing info@tobermoreps.magherafelt.ni.sch.uk or by phoning the school office on 02879642254.


This term’s Parent Teacher meetings for Years 1-7 are scheduled for Monday 31 March
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School Calendar (please note two further dates – see below)
Below is a reminder of school closures for 2026 (all dates are inclusive).  This information can also be found under ‘Parents’ section – school holidays on our school website or by using the link below:

School Closure List 2025-2026 2.docx


St Patrick’s Day

Tuesday 17th March 2026
Staff Development Day 
Friday 27th March 2026
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Easter



Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April 2026

May Day 


Monday 4th May 2026
Staff Development Day 
Thursday 21st May 2026
Half-Term


Friday 22nd May – Monday 25th May
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Summer Term Ends

Tuesday 30th June 2026 at 12 noon

Farewell and Heartfelt Thanks to Rev. Rosie Diffin
It is with great sadness that we share the news of Rev. Rosie Diffin’s resignation from our Board of Governors. While we are truly sorry to see her go, we are deeply grateful for the exceptional dedication, commitment and service she has given to Tobermore Primary School.

Rev. Rosie has played a significant role in enriching the life of our school. Through her guidance, encouragement and unwavering support, she helped create meaningful opportunities for our children and ensured they felt valued as part of the wider community. We will miss her dearly at school assemblies—where she always brought an element of fun—and at all our school events, where her presence was a source of joy and reassurance.  Her warmth, compassion and genuine care for the pupils and staff have left a lasting impact.
As she begins her new venture as Minister of Ballymena Parish, we wish her every happiness and success. Although she will be greatly missed, she will always remain a cherished and important part of the Tobermore family.

Thank you, Rev. Rosie, for everything.
Survey for children and young people

Please see the information below regarding the Children and Young People Survey which will help shape the Education Authority’s Equality Action Plan. The closing date for completing the survey is 16 March 2026. The Education Authority is currently updating its Equality Action Plan. This work will help identify how inequalities within the Northern Ireland education system can be addressed.

As part of this process, the EA would like to hear directly from children and young people. They are keen to gather views on the key issues, concerns, or barriers experienced by young people and equality groups in relation to:

· Access to education and youth services

· Having your voice heard

· Health and wellbeing

· Welcoming and inclusive communities
You can access the link for the survey below:
https://eanifunding.org.uk/eap2026-consultation/
Parent/Teacher Meetings

This term’s Parent Teacher meetings for Years 1-7 are scheduled for Monday 20th
and Tuesday 21st April (from 1pm each day). You will receive a letter which will provide details of day and time for interview (either face to face or via telephone).  Please fill these in and return to school to indicate your attendance. 
The school day will finish at 1pm on each of these days for all P1-P7 children. The school meals kitchen will provide meals as usual.  There will also be supervision for any children during the parent/teacher meeting.
Last Day of Term
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Term will end on Thursday 26th April (Friday 27th is a staff development day) for all pupils.
Easter holidays are from Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April inclusive. 
The Summer Term will commence for pupils on Monday 13th April.
St Patrick's Day Closure
School will be closed on Tuesday 17th March.  School will reopen on Wednesday 18th March.
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P5-P7 Residential

We are looking forward to our P5-P7 residential from Wednesday 15th April to Friday 17th April.  More information to follow in due course. 
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Online Safety

In today's increasing digital world, staying safe online is more important than ever. 
This year’s theme for Safer Internet Day was “Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI.”
The focus was on helping children and young people build the skills they need to use AI technology safely, responsibly, and with confidence. P1–P7 pupils have enjoyed a range of engaging lessons and activities exploring this theme.
Please click the link below to access a parent/carer letter designed by the UK Safer Internet Centre, the Safeguarding Board for NI, and the Education Authority. The letter contains vital information, guidance, and additional helpful links to support families.
If you have any concerns or questions about keeping your child safe online, please do get in touch with your child’s class teacher/principal or Mrs Hawthorne, our Designated Safeguarding Teacher.
https://storage.googleapis.com/siteassetsswd/220/docletter/20260204123610_22_Safer-Internet-Day-2026-Letter-for-Schools-and-Colleges-NI.pdf
Further information regarding Internet Safety can also be found via our school website by clicking the link below:

https://www.tobermoreps.com/parent-area/internet-safety-for-parents-/
Our School’s Values

To date, we have celebrated Respect, Teamwork, Faithfulness, and Friendliness, and it has been wonderful to see these values lived out across our school. Each month, choosing who receives our School Values Cup has been a difficult decision, because so many of our children are working hard to nurture these values each and every day. Team points are also awarded for showing these values, and our team captains continue to encourage high standards of behaviour at all times, based on our Christian foundations. March’s value will be ‘Helpfulness’. In our school, we try hard to be really helpful to one another. We look out for each other, share our ideas, and work together to solve problems. When we choose to help someone, our school becomes a kinder, happier place—and we feel proud, important, and able to do great things.
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The Bible tells us to “Be kind to one another, and help each other.” – Ephesians 4:32 
The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37) reminds us that helping others shows love, kindness, and the heart of Jesus in everything we do.

Tesco Stronger Starts – Keep Voting! 🗳️💙
As you are aware, Tobermore Primary School has been selected for the Tesco Stronger Starts vote! This is a fantastic opportunity for our school, and we are so grateful for the support shown so far. Thank you so much to everyone who has already voted. We kindly ask that you continue to support us, as voting will remain open in Tesco stores across the Mid Ulster area until the end of March 2026.

Every token helps, and your support makes a real difference to our school community.
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Big Walk and Wheel 
Get Ready for Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel! 🚶♂️🚴♀️

We are excited to announce that our ECO and Sustrans Committee have us signed up and ready to take part in Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel!  It is time for all families to get moving and join in on the fun! This exciting event encourages children and families to walk, scoot, or cycle to school, promoting healthier, greener travel while having fun.

Save the Date: 16th March – 27th March
Our Sustrans Committee have prizes to be won so get ready!
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Time to Celebrate! 

‘Together We Learn, Together We Achieve, Together We Celebrate’
Over the past few weeks, our children have been practising earnestly for the Coleraine Music Festival, and what a wonderful day it was!

🎶 Our P1–P3 Choir delighted the audience with their renditions of “Big Bass Drum” and “Let’s All Fly a Kite.” They were absolutely AMAZING, earning Runner Up with a highly commended score of 86! 👏🏻👏🏻🤩
🎉 Time to Celebrate! 🎶
The adjudicator’s comments said it all today — “nice,” “confident,” “well‑blended,” “nicely in tune,” “singing with confidence and joy,” “lovely,” “enthusiastic,” and “Super job!” 💛 Our children truly shone at the Coleraine Music Festival, and we couldn’t be prouder of their joyful, confident performances.
Well done, everyone! 👏🏻🤩
🎵 Our P4–P7 Choir commenced with vibrant performances of “The Bare Necessities” and “The Happy Wanderer.” Once again, they impressed with their lovely, controlled singing. The adjudicator’s comments were exemplary, praising their “lovely controlled and super clear sound,” their “joyful phrases and echoes,” and the “lovely, relaxed smiles” that brought the performance to life. He noted how beautifully the children told the story of the song, and he particularly loved the split parts and crisp word endings — all culminating in a well‑deserved “really well done!” 🎶🤩👏🏻 They too were AMAZING, achieving 2nd place with a highly commended score of 86 — just one mark away from 1st place! 👏🏻👏🏻🤩
Huge congratulations to all our children for their brilliant efforts and outstanding performances. 🌟
A special mention must go to the pupils who introduced the musical pieces—your confidence shone through, and even the adjudicator commented on how impressive you were with super clear announcements! 😉👍
Thank You to Our Staff

None of this would have been possible without the hard work and dedication of Miss Mitchell and Miss Henderson, who worked tirelessly to prepare the children for today. Their leadership, enthusiasm, and musical expertise shone through as they guided both choirs with such clarity, energy, and encouragement. They led the children so well, giving them great direction, building their confidence, and bringing out the very best in every performer. We are so proud of you both. 💛🎶 A huge well done and thank you to both of you for everything you poured into today’s success. 👏🏻✨ Thanks also to Mrs Palmer, Mrs Hawthorne, and Mrs Smyth for supporting preparations, encouraging the children to learn their words and actions with precision. A further special mention to all our support staff, including Mrs Robb, for organising behind the scenes and providing supervision. 👏🏻👏🏻👏🏻
Our heartfelt thanks also go to Mrs Bolton, who so kindly gave up her own time to attend rehearsals, offer her expert advice, and accompany the children so beautifully on the day. 🎹👏🏻👏🏻 Your skill, guidance, and willingness to support made such a difference — we couldn’t have done it without you. 💛
To Our Families & Friends

Finally, enormous thanks to all the parents, grandparents, and friends who came along to support the children. Your presence meant so much to them—and to us. 👏🏻👏🏻👏🏻
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Lastly enormous thanks to all the parents, grandparents and family friends who came along to support the children today. It meant such a lot to have you there! 👏🏻👏🏻👏🏻
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Eco Committee Success! [image: image2.png]


 
What an absolute pleasure it was for our Eco Committee—so expertly led by Mrs Hawthorne—to be nominated as finalists in the Mid Ulster District Council Environmental Education and Engagement Award! At the ceremony, it was highlighted just how fierce and competitive the category was, and that every group reaching the finalist stage should feel exceptionally proud of their achievement. We could not agree more. This nomination gave us a wonderful opportunity to pay tribute to Mrs Hawthorne and our dedicated Eco Committee for the incredible work they do—not only within our school, but throughout our local community—to promote environmental education and inspire greener, more sustainable practices. It was a real honour and privilege to see their efforts recognised and to watch them enjoy their well‑deserved moment in lights. 🌟
Although we were not the overall winners, we are immensely proud of them for reaching the finalist stage. 👏 Well done, Eco Committee! 👏
You are making a real difference, and we couldn’t be prouder.

Our Eco Club would also like to convey their thanks for your support with their recent fundraising ventures. They were delighted to receive such positive encouragement from our school community. Thanks to your generosity, the Eco Club were able to make a donation of £93.50 to the NSPCC. They are incredibly proud of this achievement and grateful for the support shown by our school community.
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Dinner Money/Milk Money

We would kindly ask that you send in the correct amount for dinner money whenever possible. It is becoming increasingly difficult to provide change, as the school does not keep large amounts of cash on site and all money collected must be banked. As you can appreciate, this becomes challenging when several families send in £20 notes.

We really appreciate your support and understanding in this matter.

Pupil Council - World Book Day 
We are excited to share that our World Book Day celebration on Thursday, March 6th

was a great success! The day was filled with fun and excitement as everyone dressed

We are excited to share that our Pupil Council have chosen to celebrate World Book Day on Friday 6th March. As part of the celebrations, they are running a special competition in which children are invited to design their own book character using any medium they wish. We look forward to seeing their creativity come to life, and prizes will be awarded—very exciting! Click on the link below to find out more:

https://www.tobermoreps.com/news/world-book-day-competition/
We hope this event will encourage our children to continue their journey of reading for enjoyment. We would also like to encourage all families to make use of our wonderful local libraries in Magherafelt and Maghera, which are fantastic resources for our community. We are also looking forward to welcoming the librarian during their upcoming visit. We would like to share this lovely quote on the importance of reading:

“I can tell which children have been read to regularly at home, because you see it. You see it in their vocabulary, their confidence with words, their imagination, their ability to sit with a story and think. And here’s the thing—it's not about being perfect, it's not about reading for an hour every night. Sometimes it’s ten minutes. Sometimes it’s the same story over and over again … Because when you read to your child, you are not just teaching them how to read—you are teaching them that books matter, that words matter, and honestly, that is one of the greatest gifts you can give your child.”
Thank you for your continued support in fostering a love of reading in our children.
Addressing Bullying 
Thank you to those of you who have already responded to our Addressing Bullying survey. We greatly appreciate your input as it helps us shape and update our Addressing Bullying Policy, which is a strategic part of our School Development Plan. Staff have been availing of ongoing training to ensure that our practice aligns fully with current legislation, policy, and guidance. If you have not yet completed the survey, please use the link or QR code provided below. The deadline for responses is Monday 9th March.
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Many thanks for your continued support.

Parent/Carers Addressing Bullying Type Behaviour Survey  – Fill out form
Visitors in School
To ensure safety of pupils we ask all visitors (parents/friends/teachers / Education

Authority personnel etc.) to report to the office on entry to the school.

Parents wishing to collect children from school during the school day (i.e. for medical

appointments) must first report to the school office.  Your child will be collected from

the classroom by a member of staff.
Safeguarding and Child Protection
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Any concerns regarding Child protection matters should be reported to Mrs H Hawthorne (Designated teacher for Child Protection) or Mrs C Speers (Principal member of Safeguarding Team).  A copy of our Child Protection Policy can be requested from the school office or alternatively can be accessed using the link below.  Anyone wishing to contact our chair of governors, Pastor Dundas, may do so by contacting the school office.
https://www.tobermoreps.com/our-school/safeguarding-and-child-protection-/
You can also see the members of our safeguarding team on the picture to the right.  This poster is displayed throughout the school. A safeguarding parental notice board can also be viewed in the porch way as you enter school. Please take time to read this display board as it contains valuable information about procedures concerning child protection and complaints. 

Procedures for child protection complaints and general complaints are outlined in our child protection policy and our complaints policy, which can either be accessed under the parental area of our school website (see policies) or by clicking on the link below:

https://www.tobermoreps.com/our-school/policies/
As set out in our Complaints Policy, if you have any concern regarding your child, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
The best first step is to contact your child’s class teacher so that a mutually convenient time to talk can be arranged. This can be done through the school office, via Seesaw, or through a quick conversation at pick‑up time.

We are always here to listen and work together in the best interests of every child.

After School Activities and Clubs (see website calendar for all times and dates)
Our programme of clubs/activities for this term is as follows:

Mon: Swimming (P5, 6 & 7) (finishes on 23rd March);  Netball club: 3-4pm; Cycling Proficiency to commence week after Easter holidays.
Tues: 4-7 after school club: 3-4pm
Wed: Instrumental Lessons. Transfer Club 3pm – 4pm (to commence Wednesday 22nd April)
Thurs: 1,2,3 Club: 2-3pm; Piano lessons.
Friday: Mr Sports after school football club P1-P3: 2-3pm; P4-P7: 3-4pm

 – Use the link  https://mr-sports.co.uk to register your child for the club

Breakfast Club operates Monday to Friday from 8.20 to 8.50. Cost is £1 per day.  Everyone welcome! 
The Advancing Shared Partnerships through Inclusive Relationships in Education (ASPIRE) Project Update – Please keep an eye on our school website for information on all the shared events and sessions enjoyed by P1 to P7.  P6 and P7 have also be taking part in shared ‘Future Vision Sessions’ with our partner school St Columba’s Straw. 
https://www.tobermoreps.com/
This website will be updated regularly with important information and also with work from our pupils.    All important dates can be accessed via our school calendar. Another useful point of contact is our FB.  Please give us a like and subscribe to the link below:

http://www.facebook.com/TobermorePS/
School Uniform:Please also ensure your child brings a coat to school every day.
All items of school clothing (PE kit, coat, uniform, lunch boxes etc) must be clearly labelled with your child’s name. Sewn on labels are preferable.
In line with the Education Authority guidelines and in the interests of ‘Health & Safety’ we would make parents aware of the hazards of wearing jewellery in play situations or at PE. School policy outlines that jewellery should not be worn at school or during any aspect of PE. 

Please note navy leggings are not school uniform and should only be worn on PE days.
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All children should wear black school shoes except on PE days when they are permitted to wear trainers with plain navy jogging/tracksuit bottoms.
Thank you for your support!
Yours sincerely
C Speers
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